Unit 3:  Cultural Patterns and Processes
Unit 3 has so much information in it, we had to split it into 2 parts. This unit, as a whole, accounts for almost 20% of the AP exam. We will spend approximately 2 weeks on Unit 3 Part 1. Topics that will be included in Unit 3 Part 1 are:

· Culture: definition, creating culture, cultural landscape, change over time, types of diffusion

· Language: language family tree, diffusion

· Religion: 5 major world religions—sects, major beliefs, dieties, holy books, symbols, diffusion, conflicts

	Notable Geographers


	Briefly explain their theory
	Importance of model and further notes

	Aharon Dogopolsky

Culture/Language
	Nostratic Language Family is a proto (meaning ancient/extinct) ‘Indo-European’ language
	Nostratic is where modern day Russian comes from

Used common Russian words like eyes, legs, feet, head to discover Nostratic

	Clifford Geetz

Culture/Religion
	Culture is Learned – agreed with Hoebel. How culture creates different patterns and landscapes
	“The Interpretation of Culture”

	M.J.Herskovits

Culture
	Cultural Relativism – principle that an individual human's beliefs and activities should be understood in terms of his or her own culture. 

Agreed with Hoebel. 
	The view that cultures are simply different with no one culture more or less evolved than another.

	E. Adamson Hoebel

Culture
	Culture is learned Behavior. “Culture is wholly the result of social invention and is transmitted and maintained solely through communications and learning”
	

	William Jones

Language
	Backward re-construction of Language – Studying an extinct language using a modern day language
	

	Carl Sauer

1889-1975

Culture
	Cultural Landscape – Human activity superimposes itself on the physical landscape – each Cultural group leaves imprints
	“The Morphology of Landscape”

“Agricultural Origins and Dispersal”

(Domestication, vegetative and seed crops and their diffusion)

	Vidal De La Blache

1845-1918

Culture
	Possibilism – Human/Environmental interaction – Humans have a wide range of potential actions within an environment – they respond based on their value systems, attitudes and culture attributes
	“Principles of Human Geography”

•environment not primary modifier of culture

–culture takes precedence over environment

(disagrees with Environmental Determinism)

	Donald Meining

Culture
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	Core has clear distinctive attributes (of/defining the region).

Domain has dominant but not exclusive attributes (of/defining the region).

Sphere (of influence) attributes (of/defining the region) are present but not dominant.



	Roger 

Culture
	model for adoption and diffusion of innovations
	


	Donald Janelle

Culture
	Time Space Convergence
	The process, made possible by technological innovations in transportation and communication, by which distant places are brought closer together in terms of the time taken to travel (or send messages) between them. 

	Colin Renfrew

Language
	Language diffused with agriculture from the Anatolian Hearth
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	T.V. Gamkrelidze and V.V. Ivanov

Language
	Indo European Language Hearth

Constructed language family tree
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